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Introduction – How to Select the Perfect Lawn Mower
for your Needs
Your lawn can either be a source of great pride or a troublesome
burden. A lot of that will depend on whether you have the right lawn
mower or not. With so many different options, models and alternatives,
it is not always easy to choose. We have done some serious
investigating for you and what follows is the low down on everything
you need to know before investing in a lawn mower.

Choosing the Right Mower

Before making a selection on the features and options, it is important to
understand the main types of lawn mowers available.
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Types of Lawn Mower
Rotary Lawn Mowers

Rotary simply refers to the movement of the blade. A rotary lawn
mower has a rotating blade and can be petrol, electric or cordless.
They are the most common type of lawn mower and are extremely
versatile.
The main alternative is the cylinder lawn mower which we shall cover
later.

Corded Electric Lawn Mowers

Probably the most common and versatile lawn mower is the corded
electrical mower. They are easy to use, good value for money and
highly effective. They work well even with damp or longer grass.
They are powered by an electric rotary engine that will give an
effortless cut that is neat and tidy. They use mains electricity and are
ideal for small to medium lawns. Depending on the size and shape of
your lawn you might need to buy an additional extension cable as you
will want freedom of movement.
They are really easy to operate and
maintain. They start easily and are
generally hassle-free. Another advantage
is that they are compact so this makes
them easy to store.
The only downside is the risk of running
over the cable or getting it tangled as you
make turns. With a bit of practice, this is
easily avoided. You are also limited by the
length of the cable and extension cable.
Pros:
•
•
•
•

Good value for money
Easy to use
Low maintenance
Low running cost
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Cons:
•
•
•
•

Limited by the length of the power cable and extension cable
Cable can get in the way
Not as powerful as most petrol lawn mowers
Not suitable for large gardens

Cordless Lawn Mowers

If you want the convenience of an electric mower without the hassle of
cords, a cordless mower is a great option. Improvements in battery
technology, from the nickel-cadmium battery to lithium-ion batteries
makes them last much longer and has reduced the weight significantly.

The convenience is amazing and you can zip around your garden with
complete freedom. The only negative with a cordless option is that they
are slightly more expensive and the battery will need to be charged
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before it can be used. A full charge should be enough to get you
around most small to medium lawns.

Pros:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete freedom to move without cable concerns
Easy to use
Low maintenance
Low running cost
Quiet operation
Environmentally friendly
Batteries are interchangeable with other garden tools from the
same manufacturer

Cons:
•
•
•
•

Slightly more expensive than electric mowers
The charge will only last for so long and recharging takes time
Not as powerful as most petrol lawn mowers
Not suitable for large gardens (unless suitable model is
purchased)

Petrol Lawn Mowers

If you want power and freedom, particularly in a larger garden, then a
petrol lawn mower is always a good option. If you have a large area of
lawn, electric and cordless will not be up to the task. For even greater
convenience and ease of use, many are self-propelled. This can be
useful as one of their drawbacks is that they are larger and heavier
than the electric options. In general, they can also be somewhat more
expensive.
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Other factors to remember when opting for a petrol option is that they
will, as with all engines, need to be serviced periodically. You will also
need to keep an eye on the oil levels. For this, you will get a powerful
easy to manoeuvre lawn mower that can handle large gardens with no
concerns about cord lengths. They cut grass quickly and neatly and
can handle slopes and uneven ground with ease.
Pros:
•
•
•

Good power
Most are easy to move
Complete freedom to move anywhere

Cons:
•
•
•
•
•

Need to be serviced and maintained
More expensive than electric options
Heavier and larger to store
If not self-propelled can be hard to manoeuvre
Can be noisy
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Cylinder Mowers

If you have a flat lawn that is
relatively level and want a perfect
professional finish a cylinder mower
could do the trick. These traditional
lawn mowers are used by people with
patience and a passion for a luxury
lawn.
The rotating cylinder has a spiral
arrangement of sharp blades. These
blades cut the grass much like a
hairdresser cuts hair. They will not be
effective on long grass, so you have
to cut regularly and ensure that the
blades are correctly aligned and
sharp.

A cylinder mower will also battle on uneven surfaces and they do not
like to cut damp grass. Very few models collect the clippings well so
the fine cut grass is often left as a mulch. They range in price but tend
to be more expensive than an equivalent rotary lawn mower.
Pros:
•
•

Professional luxury look
Precision cut

Cons:
•
•
•
•
•

Not suitable for long grass (so you will have to mow regularly)
Not practical on uneven surfaces
Do not like to cut damp grass
Generally do not collect grass cuttings
Blades have to be maintained regularly to ensure sharpness
and alignment
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Hover Lawn Mowers
As you can tell from
the name, these lawn
mowers literally hover
or float above the
grass. A powerful fan
blows air down
forming an air cushion
so that the lawn
mower floats just
above the surface.

This makes them light and very easy to move. They are ideal for small
gardens with lots of twists and turns and are extremely easy to operate.
Hover lawn mowers are great on banks as they are light and they work
well on uneven lawns. They are not practical for larger gardens.
They are normally rotary blade mowers and generally have an electric
motor although petrol options are available.
Pros:
•
•
•
•

Light and easy to move
Well priced
Perfect for odd shapes, uneven surfaces, and banks
Compact for easy storage

Cons:
•
•
•
•

Not practical for large gardens
The cut will not be as precise as traditional rotary lawn mowers
Petrol options can be more expensive
Not that effective on longer grass
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Robotic Lawn Mowers

Yes, robotic lawn mowers are a reality. In fact, they have been
available for more than a decade and continue to improve. Over time
the price will come down more but at the moment they are still
relatively expensive.

They work on similar principles to robotic vacuum cleaners and will
automatically cut the lawn within a predefined boundary. When the
battery starts to lose charge, the robot lawn mower will automatically
return to the charging station.
It provides great convenience and once set up, the robotic lawn mower
will cut the lawn without you having to lift a finger. The technology is
still developing so they still get stuck or lost sometimes. Some have
additional anti-theft features such as alarms and pin codes.
Apart from saving you time and physical effort they are also extremely
energy efficient. Over time they will save you money on electricity.
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Pros:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Convenience of automation
Charges automatically
Flexibility to set the days and times when you want your lawn
to be cut
Mulching functionality that improves the condition of your lawn
Very low noise
Energy efficient
Can be used on large lawns
Lawn is always functional and looking its best

Cons:
•
•
•
•
•

Still fairly expensive
Technology is always improving
Needs to be set up
Repairs are relatively expensive
Can only be used for regular mowing
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Manual Push Lawn Mowers

Jumping from ultra-hi-tech to a more basic option, we have the manual
lawn mower.

Also known as push or reel lawn mowers, manual lawn mowers are not
a cheap alternative to other options. They give a very precise cut and
are great for flat small areas. They will need to be used frequently.
Generally, they are not used as a replacement for petrol or electric
lawn mowers but are used occasionally to get the desired look.
They also provide a very precise and close cut without being a major
effort, and are low maintenance as well as environmentally friendly.
They are naturally less expensive than pretty much any other option
and do not make much noise at all.
Provided the blades are sharp and well maintained, they cut the grass
well with little damage to the grass blade. This can promote lawn
health. They will not work well on long grass and do not chop up twigs
effectively.
Pros:
•
•
•
•
•

Low cost
Environmentally friendly
Good exercise
Clean cut for healthy grass
No noise
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•
•
•

Low maintenance
Durable
Safe

Cons:
•
•
•

Not good on long grass – regular mowing will be required
Manual labour is required
Generally do not have a grass bag/box

Ride-On Lawn Mowers

These are in a whole different
category but deserve a mention
for those with a large area of
lawn. You even get compact
models that will work well in
medium sized gardens. They are
obviously very low effort but are
not going to be as accurate or
precise as traditional or walkbehind lawn mowers.

They are fast and the modern models are quite nimble and easy to
move around with the shape of your lawn.
Pros:
•
•
•

Fast
Minimal effort
Large cutting width

Cons:
•
•
•
•
•

Not as precise or neat as other options
More brutal on grass blades
More maintenance required
Not suitable for steep gradients
High fuel consumption
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What Type of Lawn Mower is Best for Me and My
Lawn?
As you can see from the above, the various types of mowers are
generally designed to suit lawns of different sizes. The size of your
lawn is the single most important consideration when deciding on the
type of lawn mower to go for.

Lawn Size

Here is a guideline of the most appropriate type of lawn mower for
different size lawns.
Size of lawn

Square metres

Type

Small

Up to 150m²

Hover, rotary, cylinder

Medium

150m² to 300m²

Rotary, robotic, cylinder

Large

Over 300m²

Ride-on, robotic, petrol rotary

Quality of Cut

Not everyone wants or needs the same quality of cut. A perfectly
manicured lawn is time-consuming and a lot of effort. Some people just
want to keep the lawn neat and tidy while others want perfection.

your lawn.

The type of mower will have a lot
to do with the quality you can
achieve. A quality rotary electric
or petrol mower can still give you
a great lawn without major effort.
Cylinder mowers will give a better
look but with a lot more effort.
Rollers on the back will help you
get that amazing striped look on
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Cutting Width

Selecting the correct cutting width for your lawn size and your needs is
an important consideration. The cutting width of the lawn mower refers
to the size of the area it cuts as it travels through the grass. This is
directly related to the blade size and is normally measured in
millimetres or centimetres.

Whilst you might think that a bigger cutting width is better, this means
less manoeuvrability and reduced accuracy. You need to select the
appropriate width based on the size and style of your garden. A small
cutting width on a large lawn will mean that mowing the lawn will take a
lot longer. A large blade on a small garden with twists and turns will
make your mowing trickier and less accurate.
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As a general rule, use the following guide:
Size of lawn

Square metres

Deck Size

Small

Up to 150m²

30cm to 34cm

Medium

150m² to 300m²

35cm to 40cm

Large

Over 300m²

Over 40cm

It is a trade-off between the speed of cutting and ease of movement.
The larger the blade or cutting width the harder it is to turn or move
around edges and curves. You also want to ensure the mower can cut
the narrowest areas of your lawn. Whilst you will cut more on every
pass with a large cutting width you will sacrifice the accuracy and ease
of movement. On a large garden this is not a problem but it will not be
ideal on smaller lawns.

Price

Your budget will always be a factor when investing in equipment such
as a lawn mower. Whilst it would be great to only get the best of the
best, this would normally mean making sacrifices elsewhere. It is not
necessary to get something way more powerful and sophisticated than
you need.
On the other side of the coin, you do not want to save a few pounds
only to get something that is not up to your requirements. A decent
lawn mower should last many years if looked after so it is worth
investing a bit to get the right model.
Stop for a second and consider the value of your lawn in financial
terms as well as the value it adds to your property and the pleasure
you and your family derive from the lawn. Factor this in when
considering your purchase.
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You can pick up a cheap hover lawn mower for less than £50. These
will not be that sturdy and durable and the quality is questionable.
From there, prices range depending on the type of lawn mower, the
power, technology, additional features and quality.
Hover lawn mowers are the least expensive option and are often a
great choice for a small garden. Expect to pay around £70 for a decent
entry-level model.
An electric rotary lawn mower will set you back a bit more so you can
expect to pay between £100 and £200. Cordless options are slightly
more expensive so probably at the upper end of that scale. Remember,
batteries will need to be replaced every few years.
Petrol options are more expensive and range from around £200 to
£600. These will require periodic servicing but that is not very
expensive. A powered cylinder mower is roughly £500 plus and manual
option around £100.
The convenience of robotic lawn mowers comes at a price and at the
moment are still an more expensive option. This price is coming down
over time but you can still expect to pay around £500 upwards.
At the top end of the price range, understandably, is ride-on mowers.
These offer great convenience as well as speed on larger lawns. They
will require more maintenance than any other option so do keep the
ongoing costs in mind. Expect to pay from £1,000 to several thousand
pounds.
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Manoeuvrability

Another important factor when selecting a lawn mower is
manoeuvrability. Some are light and easy to move around curves and
obstacles whereas others require much more effort.

Top marks in this category have to go to hover lawn mowers. As they
literally float on a cushion of air they are far and away the lightest and
easiest to move around. If you have a garden with lots of curved
flowerbeds, paths and twists, it is worth considering a hover lawn
mower. They also have their drawbacks so consider all the relevant
factors.
Electric rotary lawn mowers are normally the second easiest to move
around and the cordless models give you even more freedom. Petrol
mowers are heavier but some models are definitely more agile than
others. Remember that self-propelled models will take a lot less effort
to use. These mowers take power from the engine to propel the lawn
mower forward.
Ride-on lawn mowers are convenient and fast but are not the easiest
to move. If you have a lot of curves and bends in your garden you
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might find it tricky with a ride-on mower. They will also battle with
narrow paths or gates.
The robotic mowers are rather nimble and some more basic models
may be challenged or confused by some obstacles.

Noise

Once again, hover lawn mowers come up tops as the least noisy
option. Robotic lawn mowers are also fairly silent. Electric lawn mowers
are slightly louder and petrol mowers can often be rather noisy. Again,
some models are louder than others. Give some thought to this
particularly if you have neighbours that are in close proximity.

Cutting Height

Cutting height is one of the most important aspects of your lawn
maintenance regime. If you regularly get it wrong you will never have a
great looking lawn. Get it right and you will have a healthy lawn that
looks good, is tough and healthy. You will also have fewer weeds by
maintaining and cutting to the correct height.

The cutting height you select will depend on a number of factors:
•
•

The intended use of the lawn (functional or purely decorative)
Type of grass
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•
•
•

Season and rainfall
Mowing frequency
Your lawn goals

The most common mistake people make is cutting the grass too short.
Another error is cutting longer grass back drastically. This will shock
the lawn. Rather do it in two stages.
Most lawn mowers will allow you to adjust the cutting height which is
generally measured in centimetres. Some mowers are very easy to
adjust whereas others are a bit trickier. Check on this important feature
before making your decision. You want one that is easy to adjust and
offer a range of heights.
You will soon get a feel for the ideal height to cut your grass but there
are many guides online if you need guidance.

How Frequently should I Cut my Lawn?

As you can see, there are a
number of factors that
determine the ideal height for
your grass. That being said,
how often do you need to
mow your lawn? Obviously,
this will depend on many
factors such as the type of
grass, the time of year, the
climate and rainfall in
particular. If you fertilize or
water you need to pay careful attention to the grass height otherwise
your time and money will have been wasted.
As we said, you will soon get a feel for the ideal height and how often
to cut. This may take a bit of trial and error at first but will not take long
to get the hang of.
It is not always possible to cut as often as you should but the closer
you get to doing it correctly, the healthier your lawn will look. If you cut
and the grass looks unhappy and yellow then you have cut it too short
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and/or cut it too drastically in one go. As we said, if you have left the
grass to get a bit long, which happens, get it back to the correct height
progressively. This takes more effort but will ensure the grass remains
healthy and happy. As a rule of thumb, you do not want to cut more
than a third of the height in one cut.
Give this some thought when selecting a mower as you want one that
will be a pleasure to use as opposed to a chore. The more you enjoy
your lawn mower, the more likely you will be to use it as often as
necessary. If you are going to let the grass get long occasionally, and
be honest here, you might want to look at a petrol lawn mower with
enough power to tackle longer grass.
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What Features do I need?
Mulching

Before we get into the debate over grass boxes and mulching it is
important to understand a bit more about the process and the options.
Mulching is a great concept. The idea
is that the cut grass in finely chopped
into small pieces. These are left on
top of the lawn and break down to
feed micronutrients back into the soil.
This, if done correctly, will improve
the health of the soil and therefore
the lawn. It will reduce the need for
fertilizer. It also saves time and is more environmentally friendly.
Not all lawn mowers have a mulching feature and it is also not always
appropriate. If you are going to use a mulching lawn mower, you will
need to cut frequently. If you are going to mulch, ensure your lawn
mower has the functionality and you do it correctly.
If you are not going to mulch, you will need either a grass collector or a
grass box. If you have no grass collector and do not mulch, that will
leave you the very time-consuming task of raking up all the clippings
when you are done.

Grass Collector or Grass Box

This is simply a cloth bag or a plastic box attached to the lawn mower
that will collect grass clippings as you cut. They generally have a
window so that you can see when they are full. You can still add the
grass clipping to the compost heap to create an organic fertilizer
without mulching.
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Again, you might think that big is better but this is not the case. Whilst a
bigger grass box or bag will mean fewer trips to empty it, it will make
your lawn mower heavier and harder to move. Hover lawn mowers
particularly will have to be emptied frequently to prevent them from
becoming too heavy. More expensive models are effective at
compacting the clippings so that the grass box can hold more in the
same amount of space.
Again, match the size of your grass box to the size of your garden.

Practical Features

There are a number of handy practical features that you might need. It
is worth considering if they are important to you.

Inset Wheels

These allow you to get close to walls, edges and other tricky areas. If
your garden has a few of these then this feature is worth considering. It
will save you having to go back after cutting to do the edges.
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Grass Comb

Not all lawn mowers have this feature but it also helps to get close to
the edges.

Adjustable and Ergonomic Handles

Mowing the lawn takes a bit of time and effort. You want to ensure the
handles are comfortable and do not put a strain on your wrists. It is
also important that they are adjustable so can be set at a comfortable
height for you.

Safety Features

Always read your mowers instructions prior to use, as this will have
details of the safety features installed on that particular mower.
If used correctly, lawn mowers are perfectly safe but they do have a
potential for danger. There are a few safety features you might want to
look out for:

Handle Lever

This is simply a lever on the handle that allows the motor to run. When
you take pressure off the lever the motor stops. It does, however, mean
that you have to hold the lever down whilst operating, although some
models allow you to lock it in.

Blade-Brake Clutch System

This system allows you to disengage the blades without turning off the
motor all together. It is useful if you are turning or need to do
something else quickly.

Back Flap

The back flap will prevent stones and debris from shooting backwards
as you mow.

Throw Guard

This will prevent objects from shooting out the side of the lawn mower.
This will ensure the safety of others as well as windows and
surrounding areas.
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Cordless Mowers Safety Features

Cordless lawn mowers tend to have
additional safety features such as
removable keys. When the key is removed
or is in the off position, the mower cannot
be started. This is especially useful around
children. The downside is these keys are
notorious for getting lost when removed
from the mower, especially when you come to use your mower for the
first time in spring. The good news is that you normally get two keys
with most cordless mowers and they are relatively cheap to purchase
should you lose it.

Electric lawn mowers don’t tend to have removable safety keys but
both cordless and corded mowers will have a safety switch that will
need to be pressed with one hand whilst the other hand starts the
mower. If the starter lever is released, the motor will stop and the
safety switch will need to be pressed again to start the mower.

Robotic Mowers Safety Features

Safety features with robotic mowers include “Lift and Tilt” sensors that
immediately stop the mower the moment it’s lifted up from the lawn.
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Some higher end models of robotic mowers have built in PIN and alarm
systems. This ensures that anyone without a code will not be able to
access and operate the mower.
If anyone does try, you will be notified immediately by the alarm and by
a notification on your phone.

Robotic mowers also have built in bump sensors to stop them running
over things that happen to be in their path and protects the mower from
getting damaged.
All robotic mowers will also have an override stop button on the top just
in case something goes wrong.
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Other Considerations
Power Output

Petrol lawn mower engines are measured in cubic centimetres (cc)
much like a motorbike or car engine. The average petrol mower is
between 140-cc to 190-cc. Obviously, the higher the cc, the more
powerful the engine. A more powerful engine will give you more
strength on longer or wet grass and is better for larger gardens.
Electric motors are measured in watts (W) and again, the higher the
number, the more powerful. Cordless models are generally measured
in volts and the batteries in ampere-hours (Ah). Modern lithium-ion
batteries are much lighter and more powerful than earlier battery types
such as nickel-cadmium battery (NiCd) batteries. They will need
replacing every 2 to 3 years, depending on usage. Robotic lawn
mowers will also use lithium-ion batteries.

Some cordless lawn mowers come with 2 batteries allowing you to
charge one whilst using the other. The average operational time you
will get from a battery is around one hour. Some will last longer but this
will also depend on the length of the grass and other conditions.
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Charge time is normally around 1 to 2 hours, however some models
will allow you to charge 80% of the battery in 40 minutes.

Power-Drive Control

This feature is available on some petrol lawn mowers and is great for
additional power to tackle wet or long grass which can be difficult to
mow. When needed, power drive kicks in and slows the motor whilst
increasing torque. This will allow for better results where conditions are
difficult.

Cable Length

Most electric lawn mowers come with a relatively short power cable of
10 to 20 metres. Depending on where the power source is situated,
this will normally mean that an extension cable will be needed. Make
sure the cable is maintained in good repair. The maximum practical
distance you can go with a cable and extension cord is around 30
metres.

Petrol Tank Capacity

Petrol lawn mowers allow for greater freedom of movement and you do
not have to worry about the length of the cable. The only consideration
here is the size of the petrol tank which is measured in litres. Most lawn
mowers have enough capacity to mow the average garden but a higher
cc engine or a large garden might mean topping up the tank during
your mowing session.

Self-Propelled

You can get petrol as well as electric lawn mowers that are selfpropelled. This makes them much less effort to operate as all you have
to do is guide them around and there is no need to put effort into
pushing.
This is especially important for large gardens where pushing a heavy
lawn mower can become tiring very quickly. It is also a great idea if
there are young or older people who have less physical strength
wanting to do the mowing.
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Starter Type

Electric lawn mowers generally have a safe and easy electric start.
Once they are going they are simple to operate. Many have what is
called a long switch. This is a single long bar that can be used with the
left, right or both hands. It is safe and comfortable, putting little to no
strain on the wrist. Another option is two separate switches or levers,
one on each side.
Petrol lawn mowers, on the other hand, can often be difficult to start.
There are a number of mechanisms used to start these lawn mowers,
some are easier than others. Naturally, the more sophisticated the
starter mechanism, the more it will add to the cost of the machine.

Recoil Starter

These are the traditional and most common starter mechanisms and
most people are familiar with them. It consists of a cord that one pulls
to get the motor started. This has to be done with power and speed.
Many people struggle with this and it can put a strain on the wrist and
arms. If the lawn mower is poorly serviced, starting can be difficult and
may take several attempts.

Electric Starter

Much more convenient is the electric start. It simply uses electricity to
power the starter as opposed to the human power of pulling a recoil
starter. If you want to save a bit of effort and energy, this is a good
option to look for in a petrol lawn mower.

Electric Key Start

More expensive lawn mowers employ a key operated electric starter.
This gives a bit of extra security, as you would have with a motorbike or
car.

Rear Roller

If you want a lawn that would give centre court at Wimbledon a run for
its money, a rear roller is the only way to achieve this look. It is not for
everybody but can create a stunning and professional striped effect on
your lawn.
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As you mow, the roller pushes the cut grass down and smooths and
flattens it. It does make the lawn mower slightly heavier and slower to
operate but the effect is spectacular.
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Storage

Storage is also important to consider especially if you do not have
much space. We will talk about winter storage under the maintenance
section later.

Petrol lawn mowers are a lot heavier and bulkier than electric models.
Hover lawn mowers are the most compact. Most lawn mowers have
handles that fold down to make them easier to store.
Another consideration is the width of gates and other parts of the
garden that the lawn mower needs to pass through. Think about these
factors before deciding on a model. Give some thought to the amount
of space you have in the garage, shed or wherever the mower will be
stored.

Maintaining your Mower

A lawn mower works hard and needs to be looked after. Even the
value options are a fair investment and you want to make sure it lasts a
long time. Good maintenance will ensure this. It will also result in better
performance and will take less effort to use. Most of all, it will perform
better and cut your grass correctly.
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Electric lawn mowers require very little maintenance apart from
cleaning and sharpening the blades. We will discuss blades a bit later.
Your lawn mower should be cleaned after every use. Clean the blade
and surrounding area and remove all grass and debris. This is
particularly important after cutting wet or damp grass. Ensure the entire
lawn mower is dry before storing.
Petrol lawn mowers require maintenance as you expect with any
engine.
You will need to do the following to maintain a petrol lawn mower:
• Change the oil
I would recommend changing the oil every year, at the start of the
growing season. It is not difficult and does not cost much so it is a
small investment that will contribute to prolonging the life and improving
the performance of the engine. Dirty oil is just not good for an engine.
• Clean or change spark plugs
Again, this is quick, easy and not expensive. Inspect them before the
start of each season and either replace or clean and adjust the gap to
the manufacturer’s specifications.
• Clean or replace the air filter
The same applies to the air filter. Depending on conditions, it might not
need replacing every year but check and clean or replace if necessary.
Paper filters just need a blow out if they are still in good condition.
Foam filters can be cleaned in soapy water. Once dry you can add a
small amount of oil before putting it back.
These should last more than a year but will need to be replaced every
few years.

Cleaning Robotic Mower

This should be carried out on a monthly basis – and even more
frequently during the wetter months. As your mower is out there so
frequently, it will gather a load of grass and debris in its wheels and
blade (which is made much worse because of its size). This slows
down the speed at which the mower mows and will just use up more
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power than usual. Both resulting in a poorly cut lawn and probably
higher charging costs.
Always switch off the Safety Switch of your mower before checking and
cleaning it or replacing the blade. Never attempt to service or adjust
the mower whilst it is in operation.
First, put on a pair of protective gloves, turn off the mower and flip it so
the blades are facing the sky. This will allow you to clearly see how
much cleaning will need to be done.
Now with a dry brush, start brushing away all the grass stuck around
the blades (be careful!), in the wheels and around its sides. Do not use
any water as this can damage its electrical system.
Once the majority of the debris has been scraped off, start pulling all
the grass out of the mowers underside. If you still think there is some
debris left then tip the mower back onto its wheels and the rest should
fall out – you may need to give it a shake.
Now go over the underside again with a damp cloth to try and remove
all the bits you have missed.
Once you think you’ve got it all, you can start cleaning the body of the
mower. Now do not use a power cleaner or hose for this, as you will
just damage the robot. Instead use a damp sponge with some mild
detergent to rub off all the dirt and grass – make sure to squeeze out
the excess water first.
And that’s all, your mower will be ready to go and will be fully
functioning.
Also, remember to clean the charging station as well. All you need to
do is remove any debris from the inside of the base and give the
contact plates a good scrub.
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Blade Maintenance

This is important on all types of mowers. Blunt or poorly maintained
blades will have a dramatic effect on the quality of the lawn mower’s
performance. Clean the blades after every use and sharpen regularly.
Blades will need to be replaced when they are worn down.
Some blades are easier to remove than others. Blunt blades will
damage the grass blades and cut poorly. This will negatively affect the
health of your lawn.
Safety first! Remove the spark plug cover to ensure
the motor does not accidentally start whilst you are
busy. For electric corded mowers, ensure they are
unplugged and for cordless mowers ensure the
safety key is in the off position or removed.
You can use a grinder, metal file or sharpening
stone to sharpen the blades. Go in one direction
only. You could also take your blades to a
professional for better results but even doing it yourself will definitely
improve the cutting performance and quality of the cut.

Regular Checks

Apart from cleaning after every use, there are a few regular checks you
want to make on your lawn mower.
Inspect the lawn mower monthly and check the following:
•
•
•
•

Ensure all nuts and bolts are tight
Check all cables and connections
Check blade tightness and condition
Check wheels and handles

If you store the lawn mower over winter, run the engine every few
weeks. It is also advisable to keep the petrol tank empty and ensure
the area where it is stored is dry.
Cordless lawn mower batteries should be removed from the mower
and stored at 40% charge at a temperature of between -20 to 60°C.
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Conclusions
As you can see, the ideal lawn mower depends on numerous factors. It
is important to consider the size of your lawn and your requirements.
There are many features to consider. Some you will need, some you
will not.
Before rushing out, give some thought to the various aspects we have
discussed and then you can make an informed choice and purchase
the perfect lawn mower for you and your lawn.
Visit: https://easylawnmowing.co.uk for full reviews and information on
everything from all types of lawn mowers, trimmers, blowers to lawn
rakes.
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